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THE NATION PAYS HIGH

I ment of the characteristic national lun&c. whether internal or extemal.|

First Authentic Survey of Fire Causes Ever
Made Shows Definitely That a Large Part
of the Lossin the United States Is Wholly
Preventable and Most of It Could Be Elim-
inated by Observing Simple Precautions—
Cost of the Ubiquitous Match, Cigarette

and Rubbish Heap. _

By WILBLR E. MALLALIEU
General Manager National Beard of

Fire Underwriters

] CONOMISTS are wor
attention to the

t to call
constant
o American

financial loss due
carelezsness,  Carelessness appears
so tragically in the news columns
through its toll of dead and injured
that this fact has somewhat over-
shadowed its purely economic values,
but it iz coming to be realized that
these values are of proportions al-
most inconceivable, Rarely, however,
has this been illustrated spe-
cifically as in the remarkable statis-

50

tics on American fire causes now for
the first time made public through
the actuarial bureau of the Nation-|
al Board of Fire Underwriters. |
Americans have long regarded fire |
as a species of necessary evil, and |
have prided themeelves upon pos-
sessing the finest fire-fighting equip-
ment and the most eflicient firemen
of any country. This national com-
placency is dispelled with an abrupt
shock when it is learned that, in
spite of our superior fire depart-
ments, the per cupita fire loss of the|
United States is many times as large
as that of most foreign countries.

dgifficult, It is probably nearer to
the truth to regard the percentage
as due in some measure to K(ltnl con-
struction, thorough inspection and
careful occupancy, In almost every
state this loxs is far too great, and
colls for diligent measures of pro-
tection. The combination of defec-
tive chimneye and shingle roofs is
one of the most dangerous known
to our civilization.

Next in order of presentation, al-
though nearly the least of all in point

lof size, are fireworks, firecrackers,
This cause is a good example |

ote.
of what can be accomplished through

popular education, for it is but a few |
| years since the Fourth of July in |

the North and Christmas in the
South were regarded with Gread by
fire departments. The movement for
£ “Safe and Sane Fourth” has been
taken up with zeal by hundreds of
communities, which are substituting
patriotic exercises and wholesome
sports for the indiscriminate use of
powder, which was formerly deemed
indispensable. Whatever may be the
hardship to the feelings of Young
America involved in this change, it
is certainly productive of saving in
life and property, not to speak of

| sundry fingers and toes, and a num-

Results of an

Extensive Survey
A natural question immediately |
arises as to the reaszons for this|
disquieting fact, The reasons, of |
course, are manifold, but there has
been a growing suspicion for years
on the part of those who have studied |
the subject that most of the reasons
are far from being excuses. Exact
knowledge, however, has been lack-
ing heretofore, and it is because of |
this lack that the National Board
of Fire Underwriters, after much
discussion with the National Con-
vention of Insurance Commission-
ers, and the Fire Marshals’ Asso-
ciation of North America, under-
took the gigantic work of analyzing
nearly all of the 500,000 or more
fires which annually oceur in the
United States in order to tabulate
and interpret the information de-
ducible therefrom. This effort has
entailed such extraordinary labor
that the figures for 1915 are only
now available. The following table
cshows the classification by causes,
In order to facilitate a study of the
table these causes have been sub-|
divided into those which are ad-|
judged to be Strictly Preventable,
those which are Partly Preventable,
and those which are Unknown, but
which may safely be regarded as
largely preventable. Indeed, the
word ‘‘Preventable” stands out aver
any consideration as being the first
and most important lesson that the
figures teach.
STRICTLY PREVENTABLE CAUSES

ber of states now show a loss so

]r:srelennnem par excellence, as every
{ene who has eves must realize. In
only eight of the states does the per
centage Tall below 1.0 per cent. It
may be interpolated that these fig-
ures are somewhat misleading, be-
cause many other instances are
doubtless eovered up under the head-
ing of Unknown Ilire Causes. Cer-
tainly most fires, whatever may he
their direct cause, indirectly
traceable to matches, and these little
articles of universal convenience are
used by the average citizen with
preat disregard for their immense
powers of destructiveness.

Of all of the states, Rhoda Island,
with 8.8 per cent, makes the worst
showing, after which come Massa-
chusetts, with 5.4 per cent; lllinois,
with 4.7 per cent, and New York,
with 4.3 per cent. Florida is cred-
ited with but 0.4 per cent, and has,
therefore, the best apparent record.
| The largest figure under “Open
| Fires” is that of Pennsyivania, $160,-
257, with New York, $00,005, second,
and Georgia, £53,701, third. From
|the standpoint of percentage Mis-
| sissippi, with 1.7 percent, is slightly

are

| phead of several other states, while
Nevada and New Mexico have no
fires whatever charged to this cause.
The national total is nearly
| quarters of a million dollars.

| Open lights are directly ussoc
| with earelessnesa in the home, and |
| yot one state—Vermont—reports no
|fires from this eaise, and in Wyo-
ling the loss was but §85. On the
other hand, New York had losses of
2240,742 and Massachusetts of $180,-
£00. Massachusetts and Ohio have
| the largest percentage, the figure be-

ing 1.9 per cent in each case.

Dangers That Lurk

in Kerosene

Under the heading Petroleum and

FOR CARELESSNESS WITH FIRE

' These fires, of course, share the de-
eree of preventability of the primary |
cause, and in addition to this are
largely affected by such questions as
fireproof roofing, fireproof construc-
tion, water supply, fire department
efficiency, and various other elements
that are strictly within human con-
posure,” which implies & multiplic- | trol. The fact that the city of Vi-
ity of primary causes, electricity is | enna, in Austria, 15 said never to
chargeable with greater damage | have known a fire which spread be-
than any other cause in the table, yond the building in which it origin-
and of this damage it is undeniable |ated is sufficient commentary upon
that a large portion is due to care- | the subject of preventability in ex-
lessnoss in use or to lack of inspec- | pogure fires. There is hardly a small
tion. It is scarcely thirty years | town in the United States which can
since electricity began to figure | match the record of this great city.

prominently as a fire cause. When | New York State, naturally, has the
electric lights first appeared it was | largest total again- $2,861,090, or
supposed by underwriters that they 14.3 per cent of the whole, Its per-

heedlessness.

The next nine rauses cited in the
table come under the heading of
Partly Preventable, the degree of
preventability varying somewhat
with local conditions, but appreciably
iarge in all cases

With the single exception of “Ex-

three- |

would effect a reduction in the num-
ber of fires through their displace-
ment of the known dangers of gas
end kerosene. These optimists, how-
ever, were speedily disillusioned, |
since it beeame evident that electric- |
ity brought new and subtle dangers
of its own. Fires from defective
insulation for example often broke
out in places difficult of access in
walls and elsewhere. With electric-
ity's extraordinary usefulness, its
universal distribution and its numer-
ous forms of application it practi-

lal{‘dI!'H”}‘ has assumed first place as a

cause of fire, and thizin spite of the|
great progress in correcting many of |
the carlier defects in switches, wir-|
ing and apparatus. :
|

Electric Irons
a New Peril '

No one who recalls the Iroquois
Theatre horror can doubt the need
for extraordinary care in handling
this dangerous force, and yet an al-
most new item that is rapidly grow-
ing formidable bespeaks the greatest
carclessness. This is the epidemicof |

centage is exceeded by South Dakota,
28,6 per cent; New Hampshire, 22.6;
and several others, while the best
record is that of Wyoming, 6.4 per
cent.

It was formerly supposed that
more than 50 per cent of all fires
were of incendiary origin, and it can-
not be doubted that the percentage is
much larger than the figures given
here, since many of the “unknown’ |
causes are doubtless due to crime.
The known total of §6,106,220, how-
ever, is by no means negligible, and
The National Board of Fire Under-
writers, in conneetion with local au- |
thorities, i= now engaged in organ-
izing a great campaign throughout
the United States. This despicable
form of erime not only has been a

,cause of great property loss, but has

cost numrherless lives. The District
of Columbia shows the large percent-
age of 17.1 per cent, which is greater
than that reported in any of the
states, but California’s 12,2 per cent
ranks next in proportion, and its
£886,454 is far the largest total of
logs, being nearly £300,000 greater

| Vermont, 1s

small that it is figured at zero in|Jts Products, which means, of rourse,
counting fire costs, It i3 interesting ' not only kerosene, but the ubigquitous
to note that the small State of New pnd dangerous gasolenc and other
Hampshire tops the list with a loss lesser products, such as lubricants,
of $59,713, or 4.9 per cent, fmmr?)elsware shows the largest percent-

than the figures for New York. Ne-
vada reports only 0.6 per cent as due
to this cause, the best showing of

fires from small clectric home de-,
vices like smoothing irong and curl- |
ing irons and the want of exercising
the proper care in their use. Under-| 81 state.

thiz cause. The next state in point
of percentage is Arizona, with only
.5 per cent, and the other states
range downward. In thirty-one of
the forty-eight states the percent-
age does not rize above .1 per cent.
This is a remarkable improvement
over former years, and yet its total
of £260,520 fire loss for the United
States is still too large by that ex-
act figure, since every dollar of it
may be classed as strictly prevent-
able.

The Toll
of Gas

Considering the universality with
which gas is used, the fotal of $537,-
714 is bardly a large one, although
the best authorities consider that
under proper conditions it might all
be eliminated. The worst offender
from this cause is West Virginia,
with 8 per cent, and Utah, with but
210 loss for the entire year, makes
the most favorable showing. Most
of the states show a loss of less
than 1 per cent, the largest figures
generally being found where natural
pas is a commodity, There are
fewer open pas flames to-day than
was the case in former years, and
popular education has progressed
somewhat, but there is still room for
mmprovement to the extent of nearly

Amount. Percent. » illion dollars.

f-':f;‘;‘,"‘:tfi""""“ $9,061.298 or 59 Fires started from hot ashes and
Fireworks, fire- eodals are principally due to the care-
“:‘N\':::;‘_;l‘-' Al 260520 or 02 lessness of the householder. They
artificial ... 937,714 or n.: are generally the result of putting
i'_“‘f"‘("_‘” a.'r.-.‘d rr;n 632,486 or 0. hot ashes containing live coals into
B aabe: oils wooden barrels or boxes. And even
a wax. asphait, ete "‘;23“6‘3’ t‘; g% the Southern states show some dam-
Aiop o monen IO 4320506 or 2.8 mge from this bad habit. Wyoming,

746,871 or 05 i its u ape x
A :-r <7 with its pers t-nt.u_zr loss of 1Y per
cent, has the highest percentage
16}7.21'& or 1.; figure, although Minnesota, with
Robbish sod Litter 619259 or 04 50045 chows the largest amount |

cignteties, pipes,

4505963 or 2.0

297011 or 0.2

7,042,080 or 52

Tota! $12,720239 or 214
PARTLY PREVENTARLE CAUSES

Amount, 'er cent,

$11.142559 or 7.3

2132256 or 14

18,683,925 or 122

6,196,229 or 4.0

4,608,125 or 31

3,127,328 or 20

4846,123 or 32

1857972 or 12

5463822 or 315

Toial SE;R_"-:S 339 or 37.9

UNKNOWS 62,362.298 or 40.7

Grand total ... $153231.876 or 40.7

Fire Causes

Strictly Preventable

Analyzing more closely, it may be
noted that defective chimneys and
1

flues, the third of the known causes

in point of cize, khow & slrange viri-

ation from 1.6 per cent in the Ihe- |

triet of Columbia to 24.7 per cent
in New Mexico.
triet of Columbia, thizs cause was
maxt negligible, while in New Mexico |
it was responsible for nearly one-|
quarter of the total fire loss. In the |
State of New York thi= cause 15 |
chargeable with 4.1 per cent. Fires
of this nature are more frequent in
wintér than in summer, and, there
fore, should logically show a larger
proportion in Narthern states than

in those of the South, but Vermont,
wilh 4.5 per cent, and Alabama,
with 4B pe ent, #re w9 nearly
sgusl &1 L wase

Thus, in the Dis-|the sizable figure of $116,906.

of property consumed. By a strange
coincidence, Idaho, adjoining Wyo- |
ming upon the north, has the most |

favorable record, and shows but .1
per cent of damage.

Some Strange

Geographical Variations

\ From ignition of hot grease, oil,
tar, wax, a=phalt, etc., the table
thows losses of £440,963, but Ohio,
with its large oil interests, suffered
nearly one-quarter of this entire
amount, the figure heing $103,876,
or 2.1 per cent. It is another strange
coincidence that Oklahoma, with its
very large oil interests, suffered to
the extent of but $8R4, and is rated
at 4.9 per cent, this figure being
tbo small to recognize upon a per-
centage basis of one decimal place.
New York's loss of 874,170, or A
per cent, is chargeable rather to the
size of its papulation and the extent
of its manufacturing interests than
to natural features,

For the most part the states show
little damage from hot or molten
metal, and a few of them have none
at all. The total, however, reaches
For
some reason, Maine has the largest
figure, with $22,080, with Massa-
chusetts and Indiana next, each hav
ing something over £19,000 of loss.
With the exception of Maine, all of
he states are helow 1.0 per cent.

The Most Prelifi
Source of Fires

With matches we come upon & real
fire cause of large proportions, and
New York State alone suffered a loss
of B847,728 from their misure  This

[age of loss, with 4.5 per cent, and
South Dakota, with 2.7 per cent,
!mmcs next, although New York has
| the largest physical loss, its total be-
ling £234,633. Of all the states Ala-
bama, with 0.5 per cent, has the
| smallest loss.

| The value of “clean up"” days on
[the part of the citizens and the peri-
odical inspection by uniformed fire-
{men under the direction of the Chief
of the [Pire Department in our more
progressive citics as an aid to fire
prevention may be appreciated from
the fact that total losses of $61K.-
| 250 are attributable to rubbish and
| litter. - This gospel would seem to
b most necessary in the District of
Columbia, where the astonishing per-
centage of 10.6 per cent is recorded,
as against no recorded fires from
this eause in Arizona. llinecis’ losses
{were the largest in property con-
sumed, being $80,899, after which
'come Massachusetts, $53,507; Ore-
l;;tm.. 251,808, and New York, $44,600,
:i'.a the order named, It 15 encourag-
ing to note that only five states ex-
jceed 1.0 per cent of fires from this
| cause.

|
| The Case Against
the Smoker

Most smokers would indignantly
| resent the charge that they are not
[“good citizens,” but the burden of
[proof would seem to be on them in
Ithe light of figures which show a
total fire lozs of $4,005,963, attrib-
ptable to their carelessness. Only
one state falls below 1.0 per cent
{under this heading, and that is Ar-
'Lansas, with 0.7 per cent. On the
iother hand, the figure rises to 18.0
{per eent in Nevada, or nearly one
{dollar in every five of the state’s to
ital loss, Nevada has the smallest
| population of any American state,
and it is a eoincidence that the small-
ot state in point of territory should
be the second in proportion of fire
loss from smoking, Rhode Island's
figure being 11.0 per cent. ldaho
comes next, with 10,6 per cent, while
New York, as is perhaps natural in
consideration of its population, has
the largest loss in dollars. New
York's figure is 3801,582, or one dol-
lar in every twenty-five of its total
fire loss,

It may be a surprise to
find steam and hot water pipes figur-
ing as a cause of fires, and yet in=ur-
ance men have reason to so regard
them. In New York State alone the
vear’s loss from this cause was $90,-
005, The percentages run from 0.5
| per cent in the case of New York to
.0 per cent in several of the states,

Of all known fire causes that em-
Fracing stoves, furnaces, boilers and
their pipes ranks fourth, and it is
next to the largest of the strictly
preventable causes” ldaho seems to
be the worst offender in the matter
of defective heaters, with 154 per
cent, and South Dakota, with 115
per cent, is second.  New York again
takes the lead with total losses of |
$860,475, and Illinoie it a close sec-
ond, with £700.566. No stute comes
down to & fractional percentage, the
smallest figure being that of Ala-
Lamna, 2.4 per cent,

All of the above are
“irictly  Preventable Causcs,
heing due te habits of direct care-
lesaness on the part of the publie
wnd others to a lack of the prelimi-
rary inspection which would reveal
(the danger point. Taken in the ag-

some to

runked as
some

Uais bypohesis il » cass of unadulicrated public gregats, thay form a rerious indict

writers are genuinely alarmed at t.he,-
frequency with which it appears that |
such irons have been left in circuit, |
with the current turned on, and for- |
gotten by their users until they have
become overheated and have set fire
to their surroundings. This is al-
ready a serious peril to life and prop-
erty, and one that is highly inexcusa-
hle.

Usder electricity the largest total
leeses are those of California, which
makes a showing of $1,035,405, or
14.2 per cent. This, however, is ex-
ceeded in percentage by Arizona, |
where 30.4 per cent of all fire loss |
was so caused, and by Montana, with
figures of 192 per cent. Delaware
makes the astonishingly low showing
of 1.1 per cent, a ligure that is not
npproached by any other state. The
loss of New York is £033,413, or 4.7
per cent of the whole.

The extruordinary damage from
recent explosions is, of course, not

‘ineluded in these figures, which are
| for the year 1015, but explogions in

furm or other are s constant
moenace state, New York |
again has the largest total with 8312,-
871, but the percentage of Nevada, 7.8
per cent, is the highest, with Maine, |
6.2 per cent, second, and New Mexi- |
co, 4.7 per cent, third. Georgia, with |
0.2 per cent, seems to have been the |
sufest in this regard. [

Earne

in every

Fires from

Exposure

Exposure fires are divided into
two clases—external and internal.
External exposure is that of one

Lightning Loss
Can Be Prevented

A total of $4,608,125 loss due to
lightning proves that all fires are not
of human origin, but that the degree
of preventability ranges high is true,
nevertheless, Comparative statistics
between rodded and unrodded risks
show that only a trifle over 7 per
cent of this large total damage was
suffered by buildings having light-
ning rods. It is even more startling
te digcover that the State of Okla-
homa sustained 31.3 pgr cent of its
total fire damage from this single
cause, a fact which is doubtless ex-
plained by the frequency with which
targe vil storage tanks are struck by
lightning. As against this the states |
of Arizons, Nevada, Washington and
the District of Columbia are rated |
as 0.0 per cent, their losses having |

‘been less than one-twentieth of !'

per cent.

Sparks from fires are another of
the large items, with a total of $4,-
846,123, The lesson for fireproof
construction is too ebvigus to require
comment. Under this heading the
worst showing is made by Mississ-
ippi, 10.7 per cent; with Arkansas,
0.9 per cent, second; Florida, 8.8 per
cent, third, and Alabama, 87 per
cent, fourth. The Southern States
thus appear to have heen the lead-
ing sufferers, In Arizona the per-
centage falls to .1 per cent, the best
showing of any state.

The layman might hardly expect
to find a totnl of $1,857,972 attrib-

uted to sparks from machinery, but

| tions,

building fo another; internal ex-|this has proved u serious item in
posure is due to a fire starting in the  some localities, notably in Texas,
stock or premises of one tenant and  where it caused damage of $262477,
communicating to the premises of |or 4.5 per cent. North Dakota, with
another tenant in the same 'l-ulhling,i"-‘l per cent, records an even larger
All such fires are assigned to this percentage, although smaller in ac-

-
. . . . .
Geographical Distribution of Fire Losses.

etly Prevental Partly Preventable U'nknown—FPrabably
Largely Proventable
Per Stute Per (. State Yer .
43.9 Arivona 61.8 New Jersey. - 62.2
3B.0 Nvbhraska ..57.0North Carolina 57.0
350 0klahoma .. eee e AT Wyoming ....-.. B
34 1s0uth Dakota.......542 Maryland . »
MOArkansas ... ........-5332Virginia !
.-33.9 California . veeessDLEFlorida . ’
North Dukota 332 Now Hampshire,....49.6 Oregon |
Connecticut 323 Vermont crvs 48,6 Alubuma e .
Ma e I tlowa T 45,1 South Carolina......48.3
District of Columbin 299 Mississippi 446 Panneylvania . 470
West Virginin. 288 Wisransin 434N ew York. . .. 46.5
Santh Dakota 2B.6 \ovtana 43.0 Georgin ..46.5
New Hamnshire, 218 indikna A2  Texus <... 45.4
Massachusetts 26.6 Wi ViFginin - .....41.6 Kansas .. . 4B
fowa 26.5 North Dakota . 415 Delaware .t s 4.5
Ohio . 25V Massachusetts .. ... 312 Louisiann . ...... 43.0
Minnesota 25.00hin - .. 40.7 Kentucky 42.7
I.dintin 2481 1ah ! e ie 300 Washington ...... 420
Wisconsin . 242 Michignn ... .vvevss 29.68 Missourt ......e0....40.4
Wyoming 240 Distriet of Columbin.39.6 Tennessee ..........402
23.80illinois S o e 39.0 Colorndo .........s. 39.1
.23.9 Misnouri . ... 388 Montann ..386
23.8 Texan - e 3B B MINNESOLA . .ooanaess 383
235 Alabama crennne -84 Miesiasippt .... o |
. e vnsensn 234 Nevada ..... cov .- 318 1linois .. 37.8
New York. 217 Connectieut ....... 37.9 Maine . 7.3
Kentueky .. .co.. 209 KanSBE . ecnenrenas 37.9 Michignn .. 365
Wachington 209 Colorado ... veee. . 374 New Mexico. . .. 307
Missouri L 208 Washington ....0..- 7 10 ] T R 342
Louisinng .. ... 20.8 Minnesota eenn SETndinnm o- e iiaiii.. 331
Vermont .. 20T Georgin . ..iieaeins 36,6 Vermont o A
Dregon vevevess 193 Kentucky . 384 Wisconuin Lo...324
Louth Carolina. ... .. 190 Louisinnn . 362 Mussnchusetts | . .322
California . .. ABT Tennessoe vesnes 399 Rhode Island 3.8
Montana 184 Pennaylvania ...... 3861daho ... ... 30.7
Arizons , . 17.8 Rhode Island. ...... . M3 Arkansas ...........308
Pennaylvania 17.4 Floridn ... 341 Distriet of Columbia. 30.5
Mississippi o 113 S0uth Caroling,. . o, 327 California ,.20.8
Kunsns 170 New York. 3B Cannecticut ,.298
Goorgin 16.9 O regon v s:316 West Virginia..,....208
Nebraskne . ...coaun 16.6 Maine M6 lowa - X
Arkansas 16.2 1duho I30Klahoma e, L |
Oklahoms 181 Virginia . 3.1 Nebraska dilaskaa vl B4
Texn teases 180 North Carolinn 302 North Dakota. . .. 263 |!
Now Jersey....o.. .. 147New Mexieo... oo .. 302UN .. )
Florida 1458 Neow Jersey. 23.1'New Hampshire. ... .. 226
Virginia 14.1 Delaware L R21BArizona 204
Alabnma . 13.0 Maryland . 209 Nevadn . oveeno 182
North Carolinn 128 Wyoming 19.1 South Dakota a

| Norte, Parahyba, Pernambuco, Alaghus,

tual money loss, while Arkansas,

Delaware,
and Utah are rated at 0.0 per cent,

Spontaneous Combustion

Not a Myth

Some people have supposed that
spontaneous combustion is a myth,
but there is nothing mythical about
a fire loss of $5,463,822 in the United
States in a single year. When it is
cstimated that this figure is 50 per
cent preventable, it may be assumed
that such an estimate is very con-
servative. The mwost frequent cause
of spontaneous combustion is from

|allowing oily rags to be kept in

wooden boxes or in contact with com-
bustible material. Certain kinds of
oil have a great tendency to produce
flame upon the least opportunity.
The public has been warned times
without number of the danger of
carelessness gn this matter, but oily
rags are sovuften found in every
household, faetory and business
building that the proportion of care-
less individuals is able to cause
severe losses. Massachusetts would
seem to he the state of the most
careless people from this standpoint,
since it suffered nearly one-fifth of
the total American loss, the exact

(figure being $1,067,224, or 11.3 per |

Another New England state,
second, with 9.6 per
cent, while little Delaware does not
report a single dollar of damage
from spontaneous combustion.

cent,

Fires from

Unknown Causes

The third division is that of “Un-
known Causes,” and, for obvious
reasons, this cannot be subdivided, |
Fires so frequently burn up the evi-
dence of their origin that thia divi- |
sion probably can never fail to be a
large one, but it would seem that
loose reporting must account for the
fact that 62.2 per cent, or nearly
two-thirds of the entire fire loss in

| New Jersey, has been designated as
| “Unknown” in origin,

In centrast
with this, South Dakota accounts for
the origin of all but 17.2 per cent of
its fires, and the average for the
United States is 40,7 per cent. The
total is $62,363,208. It cannot be
doubted that a substantial propor-
tion of this huge total might have
heen prevented,

After such an analytical study it
is hardly necessary to call atten-
tion to the vast cconomic waste of
fire and the shocking way in which
such fipures diseredit our national
housekeeping. With all due allow-
ance for sub-standard fire depart-
ments and water supply systems
kere and there, the lesson is con-
stantly borne in upon us that Amer-
icans are a nation of careless peo-
ple who take unnecessary chances
and disregard the simplest precau-
The presence of one careless
individual in a community imperils
his careful neighbors, if such there
he, It probably is only by a sys-
tematic and patient educational cam-
paign, extending over years, or gen-
erations, If need be, that America
be weaned from this national
failing.

e = =

EXPORTS FROM AMSTERDAM
TO THE UNITED STATES

The total value of articles invoiced |
at the Ameriean Consulate at Amster-
dam for the United States for the year
1016 was §37,070,830, being larger than
that of any previous year, The follow- |
ing tuble shows the comparative valuey |
during the last five years, together
with the values of dismonds and to-
baceo, the chief articles exported to
the United States:

Fotal valt

Yrar of 81 peTra i amer Tobarvi
1012, $26,188,048 $10,645,289 $7.887,517

1914, 27,061,862 11,070,862 8,589,717
1914, 24,684,322 5605378 9,703,679
1415, 19475916 9474416 4593383
1914, 37,070,830 21,144,435 8,634,974

The total value of dismonds for 1916 |
is practically the same as the com- |
bined value of the diamond exports to |
the United States from Ameterdam and |
Antwerp the whish has |
suppressed the trade st Antwerp. How- |
ever, s prices are much higher now !
than before the war, this combined
value presumably represents [lewer
diamonds than were formerly sent from |
both Amsterdam and Antwerp.

The value of other important exports |
to the United States in 1916 were: |
Hides and skins, $2,087,560; cocon and
its products, 31,045,534, cinchona hark,

bofore war,

$062,041;  quinine, $516,032; geeds,
$310.816; ra $277.981; spiees,
$178811; puints, $172928: rubber,
164,689, and bulbs, 3154,995. - Report

from Consul Frank W. Mahin.
S ————
Brazil's Sugar Industry
Exuct tigures of the output of sugar
in Brazil are not available, but the

| chief of the bureau of information of

the Brazilian Department of Agricult-
ure has, in an official communiention to

'the United Stutes Consulate General at

Rio de Janciro, estimated the total an-

' nual production at 300,000 tons, equive-

lent to 5,000,000 bags of 60 kilos (182
pounds) ench, of which 666,000 bags are
eradited ta Rio da Janeiro, 1,800,000 to
Pernambuco, 300,000 to Bahia and 2.-

| 284,000 bags to the other states of the |

A

republic,
The principal regions devoted to
sugar are Maranhao, Rio Grande de

Sergipe, Bahin, Rio de Janeiro, Minas
Gerues, Sao Paulo and Santa Catharina
There are 76 Inrge mills in Pernam-
buce, 31 in Rio de Janeire, 256 in Bahin, |
20 in Sao Paulo and 15 in Sergipe. In-
numerable smuller estublishments are
scattersd throughout the republic: in
Pernambuco alone there are 10600 of

thess,

Missouri, New .\IexivojOUR A_NNU AL BONFl . _

U

i

NEARLY one-quarter

United States every year could be prevented
if proper precautions were taken. This percent

age would undoubtedly

if the causes of all the fires now classified as “un
'known'' were reported. The loss under “partly
preventable’ fires is placed at

of the fire losses in the

be increased materi

37.9 per cent.

JAPAN IS EAGER
TO FINANCE CHINA|

Baron Shibusawa Says Bankers of Nippon Welcome
Opportunity to Join Hands with Amer-

ican Capitalists

By ADACHI KINNOSUKE
ARON SHIBUSAWA, in an in-
B terview published 1n the
“Hochi" (Tokio), has many
pertinent and interesting things to
say on the investment of capital in
Chins. He is quoted as follows:

“(China is Japan's investment feld
par excellence. At present China is
in desperate financial straits. The
people are hard up and so is the gov-
ernment. Both her domestic and for-
cign affairs are in a tangled and al-
together precarious condition, But
there is no doubt whatever that she
i= to be a great world market in the
future: she will be the stage for a
wreat international competition very
soon. This iz the opportune moment
for Japan which enjoys special rela-
tions with China and a position of
vantage to be up and doing. If Japan
were to lose this opportunity she
would see a thousand years of regrets
and repentances, China's ills are
many and grievous, but the worst of
her troubles is financial. And our
country should go to her rescue ahead
of all the rest of the world.

“A radical reformation of the finan-
cial system of China should be the
first on the programme. Her silver
standard should be changed to the
wzold standard. Iler central bank
shoulid be modelled upon the central
bank of Japan:; and her monetary
system should be made uniform. All
these reforms call for a great deal of
money. Japan should lead in the
work of inducing the countries of the
world in supplying China with the
neceded funds.

“Now, the United States to-day is
so rich she is troubled in devising
the ways and means of placing her
ever-increasing idle funds. To-day
America sincerely desires to invest
her money in China. 1 have even
heard that there is a plan afoot of
stationing a number of men to look
into the investment conditions In

' China for the benefit of the Ameri.

can finaneial corporations. The Uni-
ted States should, therefare, gladly

| respond to our solicitations for plac-

ing her funds in China.

“Our financial leaders should take
the initiative in this matter and per-
suade China to welcome the importa-
tion of foreign capital. Japan should
adopt the positive policy of leading
the international investors in China,

“In my judgment, it is vitally im-
portant that Japan should join the
I'nited States in her investment. ac-
tivity in China—for America has the
sume desire to enter the Chinese field
as Japan., We should work this proh-
lem out hand-in-hand with the Amer-
iran capitalists. The friendly co-
operation between the United States
and Japan in China is not only the
sufest method for Japan and her in-
terest, but it is also the most helpful
procedure for the economic develop-

| ment of China herself.”

S ONFE of the signs of war pros-
perity in Japan the Sumitomo
family celebrated their profituble

{year by distributing five million yen
tabout §2,600,000 in gold) among its |

employees at the beginning of this
month. The Sumitomo family is one
of the wealthiest families in Osaka.

{and is presided over by Baron Kichi-
|znvnmn Sumitomo.

The family is the
owner of the Sumitomo Bank and
wany valuable copper mines.

The profit in copper has been hup
lin the year just past, But th
‘amount is small compared to th
| money the shipping companies gy
| coining. At Yokohama the talk ¥
that the Toyo Kisen stcamers mab
£150,000 clear profit every trip fre
Hongkong to San Francisco, Th
Nippon Yusen, the largest steamshy
| company in Japan—or in the Fi
East, for that matter-—ecarned inth
last half year period at the rated
48 per cent @ year on its paid &
capital.

And it is to these steamship com
" panies that the Japanese government

ie giving the subsidy of something
like $1,800,000 a year, The thingh
labsurd. It is more than absurd &
! the people of Japan. There is a wid:
agitation for putting a complete stop
to this heartrending farce. Tht
thirty-eighth session of the Imperis
Diet, which convened on the 25th el
December, 1916, is expected lo takt
the matter up in ite usual vociferos
manner.
'l‘ HE war had stimulated the mie
ing enterprises in Japan tod
remurkeble degree. According toth
official figures of the Department ¢
Agriculture and Commerce of Japs
the actually paid up capital whid
went into mining enterprizes of one
type or another for the period of
eleven months from January to th
end of Nvember, 1916, amounted &
over 9,334,000 yen (about $4.780
000). In the entire year of 1015 oolf
5,070,000 yen, or about 27,085,000
was devored to the same purpose.

In Japan,m-Too

Consu! M. D. Kirjassoff, of Yol
hama, reports that railwa tral
congestion was far greater than
in the closing week of 1316, 1rabedy
on uecount of the incressed comme
ndustrinl activity 1o Japst
as a result of the war. “The Ja
Chronicle™ says it is reported that W
000 tons of goods are now accumuls
at railway stations.

According to investigations made ¥

¢ Railwpy Bureau, the freight
1-.'.:1 the g :!\-rrnmr_'nt lines, l-"\‘ :l'i w
vineiple railway lines in the © +
If‘rr‘\rm Ihw ATy ':thr end aof Noverht
1916, amounted to L5 0,000 ot
vielding a total income of &
ven | $29930800), Compared with
:‘nr'--p('."-:lrﬂ period of 19015, the¥
figures show an inerease of 1.‘“‘
tons and of 8,500,000 yen £4,257 958

cial and

pespeetively,
The rate of increase in !
trafhe up to the end of Su\'rmuﬁ‘
gres at about 18 per cent. DN .
Pecember the trafe rnmtl."ll!ﬂf ll“'
crease and amounted te 700,000 .
from the 1st to the Bth, n'm!:ill
increase of 87,000 tons °f::."“'
AMERICAN EXPERTS FOR
AUSTRALIAN INDUSTw
— ol

o marked tendency

There is
uclion

{nereasing Australin’s prod
manufuctured goods, r-]!Pl'lt“." " '

- '
metals, textiles,

chemicals and drt"ﬁ:

lineg as
rubber tires,
this end forty upe;t ‘llu‘?
rived in Sydney a fow weeks
cording to }. report from the M"my"'
Consul. Genaral, from the VER
States, to take important posit
the large glass factories 10 this
AMelbourne and Adelaide; expert
tire buildoys have been eb "'
vemedy any defects that ma GW
| loenl manufactares, and kil “‘l_“'
| lurgists from America Are l"'”'
| henedit of thelr knowledge 0
liun producers of lead, coppe
steel.  Australian mnnuhr!urﬂ"l:
are sendiug employes o the

States to hecome familing with
iean shop methods and to
machinery for the industries

resent




